
THE DIVA 
CAPSULE 
Famous, flamboyant, and full of herself, she is known throughout 
the industry for her extravagant demands and her sensitive 
temperament. But her talent and her popular appeal are so great 
that she is never short of work. The public love her emotional 
screen performances, and adore her tumultuous personal life. 

MEETING GOTTFRIED 
At first you thought he was just another in the queue of stage-door admirers. 
He was well dressed, and clearly of good breeding. But there was something 
in his eye that was different – a light, perhaps. 

You glanced at him in the dressing-table mirror, as you were taking off your 
makeup: he looked thoughtful, calm, evaluating, poised in his seat. You 
gave him a flash of bare shoulder, just to spark him up a little – but he didn’t 
seem to even notice. How you hate that in a man! 

He began to critique your performance, dryly taking apart your acting skills. 
It was intolerable! How dare he? And the worst of it was, he was right. You 
rapidly became furious. 

He stood up as you rushed him, silently allowing your fists to rain blows on 
his chest. You eventually collapsed, sobbing, and he gently drew you up. 
“Don’t you see – you’re better than this. You have more that you can give – 
and more that you can take! Imagine your beautiful face up on a screen – 
five yards across – anger, lust, delight, hatred, flashing across it. Imagine 
everyone in the world knowing your name, sharing your thrills and your 
pain!” 

You looked at him in disbelief, but that light in his eye was burning brightly. 
“Yes – I can give you that. You just have to come with me now.” 

BACKGROUND 
Always performing, even as a child, you sought the approval of your much 
older parents and their friends. You didn’t analyse it, but you knew the 
pleasure of bringing out emotion in others – how fulfilling it felt. 



As soon as you were old enough, you entered the theatre, and lit up the 
stage – it was evident you were going to be a star, even without any real 
theatrical education. The audience loved you, and that counted for 
everything. 

After you transitioned into film, you only became more and more popular. 
And your life became more complicated – a tangled web of friendships and 
rivalries, lovers and husbands, devotees and enemies. 

You’re at the very top of your fame now – and you can stay here for a 
while, if you wish to. It will require continuing the turmoil in your own life – 
you know how large a part of your appeal that is. Do you ever allow 
yourself to wonder what your life might be like, without that? 

 What is your name (real name and/or stage name)? 

 Where are you from? 

 How old are you? 

 What was your family background like? 

 How has your relationship/sexual history been? 

 What’s your current living situation like? 

 How do you feel about your gender? 

 How do you feel about your sexuality? 

 Is there anyone outside the set of Stolen Moments who’s important to 
you? 

 What’s the most significant memory from your childhood? 

PRIMARY RELATIONSHIPS 
THE INGENUE 

You discovered her and gave her her break, and this is how she repays you! 
– by being successful! You can barely stand it. What if her star were to 
grow, and to start to eclipse your own? 



You really aren’t sure if she is a true innocent, with no awareness of what 
her rise might do to you; or if she is a conniving little minx, who has set out 
to destroy you and to steal everything you have. As it is, you sway between 
these two opinions… internally. You have not yet revealed your disquiet to 
anyone else. 

THE MAN OF MYSTERY 

He intrigues you – he does so much, while showing so little. It’s like an itch 
that you have to scratch – every time you work together you end up having 
an affair regardless of whether either of you have a partner or any other 
commitments at the time. Normally you would be bored by now, but 
somehow the chemistry is still there, and still as strong. 

Of course, you don’t really know him. It might be that he’s hollow inside: 
that there is nothing there. But you suspect not: you sense that there’s an 
inner pain, some hurt – that surely you can help him with. Or that you can 
worsen for him, if that seems more appropriate. 

THE STAND-IN 

She’s been around the film industry for a while, and you quickly became 
familiar with her calming and positive presence around the set. You’ve 
grown to trust her utterly – to confide your deepest secrets in her, and to 
partake of her wisdom. She has dried your tears, when you needed it. 

And she has repaid your trust: she has been silent and still, and never 
betrayed you. Long may that continue! You do sometimes wonder, though, 
late at night: what could you give her in return? What could possibly be 
desired, by someone as peaceful as she? 

THE STILLS PHOTOGRAPHER 

He makes glorious images of you – just what’s needed to satisfy your 
legions of fans. He retakes and retakes, at your request. And he’s been a 
good friend, there when you’ve needed a shoulder to cry on. Despite your 
tempestuous nature, he has always been on your side – even when you’ve 
shouted at him, or worse. 

But there’s something more – as though he’s somehow expecting, or hoping 
for, more from you – more to go into the camera. You are intrigued. What 
is it that he sees in you? Or what is it that he’s looking for? He’s dedicated 
to his craft, in a way that you never have been to yours. What does that feel 
like? – what does it do to you? 



OTHER RELATIONSHIPS 
Positive 

THE COSTUME DESIGNER – she dresses you beautifully, and seems 
generally like a nice diligent sort. 

THE NAIF – He seems to hang onto your every word, which is quite sweet 
really. He obviously looks up to you and it’s a nice feeling. It makes you feel 
like maybe you have something worthwhile to offer. It wouldn’t hurt to 
show him a few tricks while you’re here. Like what the film business is really 
like. He seems too sweet. It wouldn’t take much to charm him and it would 
be fun to corrupt the seemingly innocent and incorruptible. And underneath 
it all you’re sure he’s not as innocent as he pretends to be. You certainly 
never were. 

Negative 

THE GOOD-TIME GIRL – a hard-nosed character who seems to think 
herself cleverer than other actors. 

ANGEL 
You entertain – you’ve devoted your life to providing enjoyment for others. 
Any drama you can create here will make the time pass more quickly, and 
will strengthen your legend and that of Stolen Moments. 

DEVIL 
People who thwart you, who frustrate you, who disagree with you – why 
are they even allowed on the set? You know what you want, and you aren’t 
afraid to insist upon it. And you don’t mind if people get hurt learning their 
lesson. 

ROLE 
Your character is a woman of the flesh – attached to the material world, and 
its temptations. It seems as though she will have the choice of renunciation 
– of retreat – of seeking a higher purpose. It’ll be a challenge for you, for 
sure. But if Gottfried thinks you can do it… 



Out of character 

Your task in Act 1 is to create and rehearse scenes from Stolen Moments, 
together with your fellow-actors. You should also meet with THE 
HAIRSTYLIST, THE MAKEUP ARTIST, and THE COSTUME DESIGNER 
to discuss your character’s needs; and you should get your portrait taken by 
THE STILLS PHOTOGRAPHER. During Act 2, you will probably be 
expected to continue this work. 

DILEMMA 
You realize that your personal drama is growing to be so important that at 
some point it will prevent you from ever becoming a real actor. Stolen 
Moments might give you an opportunity to change path – to find out what 
you’re really capable of – but at the cost, perhaps, of your beloved 
notoriety. Can you make that choice? 
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