
THE CLOWN 
CAPSULE 
Audiences go doolally for his well-timed gags and pratfalls: that’s 
why the studios gladly work overtime to cover up his misdeeds. 
Success has been a way of enabling his desires: he exerts himself 
across as wide a range of pleasures as possible, and is constantly 
seeking new avenues of self-indulgence. 

MEETING GOTTFRIED 
It was in a private nightclub, in one of the back rooms. You were just taking 
a breather… the night was young yet, there was no point expending 
yourself too quickly. Pacing yourself is the secret to your survival, when 
others have blown themselves out completely. 

“It tastes so sweet, doesn’t it?” said the guy on the next couch over. “I 
mean… the real taste. Inside you.” 

You weren’t sure what he meant – or what he was on. But you were in a 
good mood. “If you say so, my friend. Sweet as sweet.” 

“I knew you’d understand.” He swivelled round and sat up. You still didn’t 
know it was Gottfried – not at that point. The lighting was too dim, and of 
course you’d never met him before. “One day, you and I are going to work 
together on something special. I know you’ve got what I want – and you 
don’t know it yet, but I’ve got what you want, too.” 

At this point you were thinking of calling for the management, especially as 
he was now standing over you… but he turned away, pulling his remaining 
clothes back on. “Keep smiling,” he said, as he left. 

A few hours afterwards, you found that he’d told them you would cover his 
bill. But it was far too late by then to do anything about it. 

BACKGROUND 
You realized your comic talent early: you had classmates in stitches at 
school, and teachers as well. Laughter and appreciation fed you, making 
you work harder at improving your craft, developing your skills. You 
worked in front of demanding crowds, winning them over and then slaying 
them in the aisles. 



It wasn’t long before the film industry found you, and you were delighted to 
see that your ability to entertain translated smoothly to the screen. Bigger 
and bigger audiences, and more and more adulation, were your due. You 
are now at the very top of your profession, and have been there for some 
time. 

But at some point – you aren’t sure exactly when, or why – it stopped being 
enough. Yes, people laughed at you and adored you, but so what? You 
found you had to push yourself harder to find thrills and fulfilment – 
alcohol, drugs, and other so-called vices became your regular diet. 

These days, you are a legend in the industry, almost as much for your 
unbridled hedonism as for your comedic chops. You can usually find 
companions in self-indulgence, although not many can soak up as you. 

Your life is a dream come true. Or… is it? 

 What is your name (real name and/or stage name)? 

 Where are you from? 

 How old are you? 

 What was your family background like? 

 How has your relationship/sexual history been? 

 What’s your current living situation like? 

 How do you feel about your gender? 

 How do you feel about your sexuality? 

 Is there anyone outside the set of Stolen Moments who’s important to 
you? 

 What’s the most significant memory from your childhood? 

PRIMARY RELATIONSHIPS 
THE INVESTOR 

You used to spend a lot of time with her husband, back in the day – he was 
a hedonist like yourself. It killed him, in the end: human bodies aren’t able 
to stand up indefinitely to that level of abuse. But she… she fascinated you. 



She seemed so cool and inviting: she clearly despised her husband, but yet 
she was always there when he needed her. You would love to know what 
she’s like now that she’s a widow. Might she have hidden depths that you 
could help her explore? 

THE MAKEUP ARTIST 

One time when you were at a low level of abasement, right down in the 
gutter, she fished you out and cleaned you up. She fed you coffee, and tried 
to understand you. You almost let her in… but no, that would never do. 

Fortunately, you came back to yourself in time. You let her believe that she 
had helped you – why not? – but you’re pretty sure that it left no mark. You 
certainly didn’t change your ways. How dare she think that she could save 
you from yourself? That’s nobody’s business but your own. 

THE SCRIPTWRITER 

You and she have partied together, indulging your separate and mutual 
vices, long and hard. You don’t know what demons are driving her, but 
they must be fierce. You’re not sure if you want to know. 

You can no longer shock each other: and you don’t look for forgiveness or 
understanding, from each other or from anyone else. Just acceptance, and 
the sheer pleasure of release into hedonism. You enable her, and she 
enables you. That’s teamwork! 

THE STAND-IN 

She’s been around the business for a while: you’ve worked together before. 
She has a real presence on the set, despite her lowly position, standing in 
for the real actors while shots are prepared. She has a calm demeanour, 
and a palpable sense of restraint about her. 

You wonder what she really wants, and why doesn’t she show it. Perhaps 
she has something in common with you, if she can be encouraged to lift the 
lid. You would love to know how she stays so calm – and why. 

OTHER RELATIONSHIPS 
Positive 

THE SUBJECT – exciting and glamorous, her range of experience intrigues 
you. 

THE VETERAN – he’s survived everything the industry could throw at him. 



Negative 

THE BEST FRIEND – weak, feeble, and sickeningly nice. 

ANGEL 
Making people laugh is a kind of mission – you bring a lot of happiness into 
the world. And you’re entitled to enjoy yourself, off the back of that. You’ve 
never hurt anyone, unless they wanted you to. 

DEVIL 
You’ve explored so many vices, it’s getting hard to think of new ones to try. 
Sometimes you see something in the mirror that appals you. What have 
you become? What will become of you? How will this end? 

ROLE 
You’ve been cast as a clown with a heart – not unusual, but you feel that 
Gottfried is looking for something more than the typical version. He wants 
you to actively create positive meaning in the life of someone other than 
yourself. Not something you’ve ever really tried to do, in real life – but 
surely you can act it, at least? 

Out of character 

Your task in Act 1 is to create and rehearse scenes from Stolen Moments, 
together with your fellow-actors. You should also meet with THE 
HAIRSTYLIST, THE MAKEUP ARTIST, and THE COSTUME DESIGNER 
to discuss your character’s needs; and you should get your portrait taken by 
THE STILLS PHOTOGRAPHER. During Act 2, you will probably be 
expected to continue this work. 

DILEMMA 
There is a choice in front of you, whether or not you choose to see it and 
accept it. The path of ever-increasing hedonism and indulgence that you’re 
on is not survivable – you will be consumed and destroyed by it, one way 
or another. But how could you change it? And do you even want to? 
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