
THE CAD 
CAPSULE 
Famous for playing a series of callous yet irresistible brutes, his 
charm on screen is a counterpoint to his alienation off it. Scarred 
while young, feeling himself worthless, he swore off attachments; 
vowing never to care for anyone, nor allow anyone to care for him. 
He has been letting life and career happen to him, perhaps feeling 
himself unworthy of choosing his own path. 

(Warning: this character suffered emotional abuse as a child. It’ll be up to 
you how much you want to go into the details of that and to play upon it; 
but if this is a trigger issue for you, you will want to avoid this role.) 

MEETING GOTTFRIED 
It was at a party. You’d been entertaining those around you with your witty 
barbs, as usual. But also as usual, as the crowd warmed up and people 
loosened, you started to feel out of place. You set your back against one of 
the creamy marble walls, and looked out into the cool darkness outside – 
broken only by a handful of faint stars. You were sipping a drink, trying to 
make it last – it was an excuse to stay here. 

You felt a presence next to you, but didn’t turn round. The last thing you 
wanted was a conversation. But apparently this person couldn’t take a hint. 

“I’ve got a job for you,” he said. His voice was calm and soft. “I think you’ll 
like it.” 

You turned round to say that you weren’t interested, but you were caught 
by his eyes – so bright and beautiful. And with something odd, not quite 
human about them, you might say… if you’d had a few more drinks. Your 
rejection died in your throat. 

Gottfried reached out to lightly touch your shoulder. You allowed him to. 
“You and I could make something very special together – don’t you think?” 



BACKGROUND 
Perhaps a life of playing the cad was marked out for you from the 
beginning. After what happened to you during your childhood, you felt like 
you could never care about anyone again – and you developed a set of 
techniques for brushing off attention – so charming, witty, and sexy. 

Up on the silver screen, your disdainful smouldering sets the audience on 
fire. Here in real life, you think it makes people slightly nervous of you – 
wary of approaching closer. Which is just how you like it. That way you’re 
safe. 

You sometimes feel that you’d like to care about yourself, and to have other 
people care about you. But it seems an impossibly dangerous door to open. 
It’s felt better to just move smoothly along, not being affected by anyone, 
doing your job and taking the money. 

You suffered, when you shouldn’t have, when you were a child: there’s a 
great injustice there. But the people who could have paid it back are gone 
now: there’s just you. Is this how it’s going to be for the rest of your life? At 
the moment, you have no better answer. 

 What is your name (real name and/or stage name)? 

 Where are you from? 

 How old are you? 

 What was your family background like? 

 How has your relationship/sexual history been? 

 What’s your current living situation like? 

 How do you feel about your gender? 

 How do you feel about your sexuality? 

 Is there anyone outside the set of Stolen Moments who’s important to 
you? 

 What’s the most significant memory from your childhood? 



PRIMARY RELATIONSHIPS 
THE MAN OF MYSTERY 

You’ve worked together many times, and you’ve never got on well. He is 
one of those controlling types who can’t bear it when someone doesn’t 
behave as he would wish: he dislikes your sarcasm, your cutting remarks, 
your seeming inability to care about others. 

Most of the time, you resent his criticism, and rebel against it. But 
sometimes… you know that, whether he realizes it or not, he’s right about 
you. You really are that hollow, damaging being that he despises. And 
when you’re feeling particularly negative about yourself, you may seek out, 
and welcome, the lash of his tongue. 

THE METHOD ACTING INSTRUCTOR 

She taught you the seeds of your craft, and it’s thanks to her that your talent 
has been developed and expressed. You owe her a great deal, really. But… 
she asked too much in return, you feel. She insisted on taking an interest in 
you – trying to understand you. 

You pushed her away – you didn’t want someone peering into your soul, 
even in a sympathetic way. And ever since then you have been firm with 
her. But she has remained kind and generous towards you: you feel like she 
really does care about you. Which is almost unbearable. 

THE NAIF 

He’s so sweet and innocent, it almost breaks your heart to look at him. 
Evidently life has been gentle with him so far – and you find yourself hoping 
that it will continue to be. He’s new to the business, and has much to learn. 
It seems like he looks up to you – for some reason. Clearly he has no idea 
what you are capable of. 

You really don’t want to let him down or disappoint him in his image of 
you, but there is something about him. You want to be around him, to be 
close to him. You want to kiss him. You’ve never laid a finger on him – 
what would it feel like to do so? 

THE SIDEKICK 

He seems as unbothered by the world as you would like to be. You’ve had 
long nights drinking together, talking about everything and nothing – it’s 
relaxing for you. You feel like you don’t have anything at stake with him, as 
he’s not a professional rival – he only takes supporting roles. 



You’ve never talked with him about your inner troubles, of course – that 
wouldn’t be like you. But you’ve shared all sorts of opinions on the world, 
on the film business, on your colleagues: and he’s been trustworthy. 

OTHER RELATIONSHIPS 
Positive 

THE STAND-IN – a calm and healing influence. 

THE STILLS PHOTOGRAPHER – he keeps aloof from the interpersonal 
wrangles, but he makes you look beautiful. 

Negative 

THE PUBLICIST – his relentless positivity is deeply wearying. You’ve not 
yet chosen to pick on him, but it’s very tempting. 

ANGEL 
If you never touch anybody, you can never do them harm. You can remain 
a good person inside, even if no-one ever sees it. You can sleep at night – 
when you’re not kept awake by your own memories of suffering. 

DEVIL 
You’ve seen deep into the darkness. You know that you could completely 
destroy someone, if they were foolish enough to trust you – and maybe you 
wouldn’t care about it at all. Maybe you’d even enjoy it? 

ROLE 
You’ve been asked to play a cad with a difference – with a vulnerability. He 
can be opened up, and exposed – can pay for the pain he’s caused, and 
can be paid for the pain that’s been caused to him – can even be loved. Do 
you dare? 

Out of character 

Your task in Act 1 is to create and rehearse scenes from Stolen Moments, 
together with your fellow-actors. You should also meet with THE 
HAIRSTYLIST, THE MAKEUP ARTIST, and THE COSTUME DESIGNER 
to discuss your character’s needs; and you should get your portrait taken by 
THE STILLS PHOTOGRAPHER. During Act 2, you will probably be 
expected to continue this work. 



DILEMMA 
Since that meeting with Gottfried, you feel like you’re approaching a crux 
point. Perhaps you have to reach out now, to connect with someone, 
before it’s too late – if you are ever to find happiness. But perhaps the risks 
of openness, of vulnerability, are just too frightening for you to confront. Or 
perhaps it’s already too late, and your soul and heart are just too firmly shut 
away. 
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